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Almost four years after their last armed conflict, Ecuador and Peru signed a historic peace treaty at
the Palacio de Itamaraty, seat of the Brazilian Foreign Ministry, in Brasilia. Presidents Jamil Mahuad
of Ecuador and Alberto Fujimori of Peru went to the Brazilian capital for the Oct. 25 ceremony
officially ending the longstanding dispute.
Earlier in October, the legislatures of both countries granted the guarantor countries of the Rio de
Janeiro Protocol Argentina, Brazil, Chile, and the US the power to impose a settlement. The 1942 Rio
de Janeiro Protocol ended an earlier war between Ecuador and Peru. After months of unsuccessful
attempts to reach an agreement, Mahuad and Fujimori had asked the guarantor countries for
help and pledged to accept the deal they had worked out. "We are facing a historic decision,"
said Foreign Minister Fernando de Trazegnies to a joint session of Congress. "It is about choosing
between finishing the process or leaving it paralysed."
By signing the pact, Fujimori and Mahuad ended the half- century dispute over a 78-km strip of land
in the Andean mountains. "After so many decades of each side trying to win wars, today the two
countries together are winning peace," Mahuad told South American political leaders, Spain's king
and queen, and envoys of US President Bill Clinton and Pope John Paul II. Fujimori said Peru and
Ecuador, which have fought three wars in the last 60 years, share mixed Spanish-Indian ethnic roots,
something he noticed when at the front during the 1995 war. "It was curious to note that the only
difference...was the insignia," said Fujimori. "The faces were the same. It seemed absurd."
The origins of the dispute go back more than 150 years to Ecuador's independence. In the 1941
war, Ecuador lost to Peru almost half its territory and its access to the Amazon River (see NotiSur,
02/10/95).
The Brasilia treaty gives Ecuador navigation rights on Peruvian rivers and two sites in Peru to
operate port services. The treaty sets the boundary along the heights of the Cordillera del Condor
according to the Rio Protocol, which Peru has always insisted should be the framework for an
agreement.
At the same time, in a complicated legal solution, Ecuador will have property rights to, but not
sovereignty over a one-sq km area, known as Tiwinza, that has great symbolic importance because it
was successfully defended against Peruvian forces during the 1995 conflict.
In addition to the basic peace accord, the two presidents signed separate agreements on security,
energy, tourism, and trade. The treaty also calls for contiguous national parks to be created in the
disputed area. The accord is expected to pave the way for US$3 billion in investment in oil, energy,
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roads, and other projects in the impoverished border area. The Inter-American Development Bank
(IDB) has already agreed to loan Peru and Ecuador US$500 million for cross-border projects.

Both sides object to Tiwinza settlement
The agreement regarding Tiwinza caused controversy in both Ecuador and Peru. Ecuadorans insist
they should have sovereignty over the parcel, while Peruvians say Ecuador should not even have
possession of the spot. Many Ecuadoran politicians called the peace treaty bittersweet and said the
price exacted from Ecuador was too high. Retired Gen. Paco Moncayo, who led Ecuadoran forces
during the 1995 conflict, said Oct. 26, 1998, is a historic day but not one to celebrate, since it marks
a new loss of national territory. "For me, this is almost like a personal amputation," said Moncayo.
He said the treaty is "neither just nor equitable." "What has happened to the tons of papers written
by Ecuadoran diplomats defending our position?" asked Moncayo. "What purpose have those tons
of books served that I have accumulated during my life that convinced me that we were right? They
have served for nothing."
Eduardo Ferrero, ex-foreign minister in Peru, said giving Ecuador Tiwinza was the principal reason
he resigned in early October (see NotiSur, 10/09/98). The agreement violates the position that Peru
had maintained during the peace process, which was based on international law, he said. In the
northern city of Iquitos, Peruvian protesters set fire to government trucks and offices. Five people
were killed during the protests.
Opposition legislators accused Fujimori of accepting the treaty to enhance his chance for re-election.
Retired Gen. Jaime Salinas Sedo called the treaty a surrender by the Fujimori administration.
Salinas said Fujimori's only objective is to win international approval and achieve his goal of reelection in 2000 by "ceding territory that cost neither his parents nor his grandparents anything."
Various political and civil sectors in Peru are calling for an extensive national debate on the
stipulations of the agreement. Some, including former president Alan Garcia, want a referendum
on the treaty. "Any agreement without a popular consultation has no real value," said Garcia from
Paris, where he now lives.

Land mines remain obstacle to development on border
Nevertheless, peace will benefit both nations, although it will be a difficult process. One analyst
said what will be most difficult "is disarming the thinking" of the people in both countries who
for decades have been fed hatred and resentment regarding the border. On Oct. 25, Brazil's
Ambassador in Quito Osmar Choffi said the Mision de Observadores Militares Ecuador-Peru
(MOMEP) would remain in the Cordillera until the operation to remove land mines is finished (see
NotiSur, 08/11/95).
"We think it is necessary that MOMEP finish its work," said Choffi. "MOMEP just finished a
proposal to demine the border, which is being presented to the guarantor countries and Peru and
Ecuador." The Ecuadoran Red Cross estimates that 100,000 anti- personnel mines have been planted
in the region, and have already caused the death or injury to at least 20 soldiers from both sides.
[Sources: CNN, 10/16/98; El Nuevo Herald (Miami), Notimex, 10/25/98; Reuters, 10/14/98, 10/16/98,
10/26/98; Associated Press, Inter Press Service, 10/26/98; Spanish news service EFE, 10/25-27/98; The
Miami Herald, The New York Times, 10/27/98]
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